CHAPTER 7
Word Accent

7.1 Word Accent
Word accent is an important feature of English. In words of

more than one syllable, not all the syllables are equally
prominent. Those that are more prominent than others are said
to receive the accent. Every good dictionary indicates the
location of word accent, and because there are very few rules
in the matter, it is necessary to refer to the dictionary to find

out the accentual pattern.
The relative prominence of a syllable may be due to stress,

" that is, greater breath force, greater muscular effort, and

greater amplitude of vibration of the vocal cords in the case of
voiced sounds. Very often stress and pitch change work
together to make a syllable prominent. The quality of the

sounds and their length also contribute to prominence.

 witha \éamcal bar above and in front of the syllab!e ta
= m secondary accent with a bar below and in fmnt

syllable.

Examples

2 syllab/es
Accent on the flrst syllable

, baggage, captain, damm_g-.

mmter, package, tackle.

he syllable on which there is a pitch change is sald to
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recog nise, 'rectify, 'permeate, '

foreigner
quarrelsome W

(ii) anary accent on the second syllable
ac custom com mittee, de ||ver e lastic, ho rizon,
py jama, re' actor, fa miliar, sul phuric, descnblng
(iii) Prlmary accent on the third syllab\e

d|sap point, ‘enter tain, recom 'mend, Iunder stand
supersede, millio'naire, | |nhu mane,  decom' pose.

| 7..;2\‘Strees Shift

_ It should not be assumed that words with the same stem
will keep the primary stress on the same syllable.
Indeed, stress shift in derivatives is quite normal, e.g.,

a cademy, -aca demuc a cade m|C|an
bac' tena bac, teri ology, bac terio loqlcal
indi' vidual, lmdl vidu'ality, Imdl vidua listic

o ,{/ 'politics, po litical, : poli' tician.
4

7.3 Historical Reasons

The reasons for complexity in word accent in English lie in
history. The language is drawn from two main sources,
Germanic and Romance. In the first, words normally had
accent at the beginning; in the second, on the contrary, the
last syllable was usually the most prominent, and it is the
interaction of these two principles that has produced the
accentual patterns of modern English.

7.4 Compound Words

In compound words, that is, words consisting of
combinations of two words, the primary accent is generally on
one element — usually the first.

- Examples:
2 elements:

(i) Primary accenton the first element:
a1 3




- SPOKEN ENGLISH

(i) Sometimes both elements arg gccented, but the tonic
accent is on the second element. This Is shovyn by an Oblique
bar pointing downwards 0 indicate the tonic accent anq ,
vertical bar to indicate the pre-tonic accent.

'after' noon

'half-* hour

'long-'lived

'middle-'aged

'north-' west

In connected speech one of the two accents is dropped to

suit the rhythm of the sentence.

3 elements
Primary (tonic) accent on the second element:

: hot-'water-  bottle
waste-'paper- | basket

7.5 Stress Change According to Function

There are a number of words of two syllables in which the
accentual pattern depends on whether the word is used as a
noun,anadjective,oraverb.Theaooernisonmoﬁrstsym
when the word is a noun or an adjective and on the second

syllable when it is a verb '
Examples: _f.j.i
‘perfect (aci.) m}:'mv)_)
.m (n.) pro' m (V.)
,progress (n.) pro’ gress(v.)
'feoond (n.) re' cord(v.)
import (n.) : '
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For egample, the feature of change in accent according to
the function of the word is not always found in Indian English.
Absent is generally accented on the first syllable, both as an

adjective and as a verb. Object is accented on the first
syllable, both as a noun and a verb.

Here are some other examples of word accentual patterns
in Indian English that diverge from R.P.

conduct (v.), develop, activity, already, correct, expect,
hotel, industrial, mistake, occur and prefer are accented on the
first syllable by some speakers instead of the second.

atmosphere. industry, minister, record (n.), refuge, written
and yesterday are accented on the second syllable by some
speakers instead of the first.

It is necessary to use the correct pattern of word accent
when talking to native English speakers, because wrong word
accent, that is, one different from that used in native English, is

the most frequent cause of the unintelligibility of Indian
English.’ ;

7.7 Rules for Accentual Patterns

Here are a few rules for accentual patterns in English
words:

(1) All English words have some accent, primary or
secondary, on the first or the second syllable.

(2) Words with weak prefixes are accented on the root,
and not the prefix, e.g., a broad, a cross, ad' mit, ad'vice,
ahead, alone, aloud, amount, a part, attend, below, between,
com pose, cor rect, de velop, ex pect, oc'cur, pre fer, re' duce.

(3) The inflectional suffixes -es, -ing, -ed, and the following
derivational suffixes do not affect the accent: -age, -dom, -en,
-er,-ess, -ful, -fy, -less, -let, -ly, -ment, -ness, -0r, -SOMe,
-ward.
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e.g. match | matches
b gin, he ginningd
want, wanted
break, ‘breakad®
free, 'freedom
bright. : brighten
board, | boarder
god, | goddess
care, careful
class, ' classify
aim. 'gimless
book, 'booklet
bad, 'badly
ap'point,  @p pointment
'bitter, 'bitterness
‘conquer,  conqueror
fear 'fearsome
back 'backward

(4) Words ending in -ion have the primary accent on the

lg(s)t syllable but one e.g., |appllcatlon, IC|V|I|zat|on
mposmon, |conversatlon, ,cultlvatlon de, termi'nation,

ex amination, i magination. intro'duction, qualifi catlon

5, oo e o i e, oS

elect ing the suffix, e.

e ':ltcmelectncal grammatical, .patn otic, po htg:c ?,pologetlc
¢, sympa'thetic, sympa'thetically. al. pOSIGES

(6) Words endin
preceding the suffi 9 In -ity, are “accented on
end—the ante-ngztnr;hat 's, on the third syllabtlzefrsoyl:'ltat?:z
ate syllable e.g., aCt
ivity, ,cun 'osity,

elec'tri
t c
'tY| e qua“ty, lgene rOS|ty

» [Possi bility, probg bilty, mo'rality, ne'cessity,

(7) Words

ending in -ial, -jgj)y accent on
 Syllable pre E-'i, the sufhxy ave the pnmary

ntial,  confi dential €.g., ,artufncual ceremOﬂH'-

Sentlal essentta"y in

‘f ‘H;
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(8) In words of more than two syllables ending in -ate, the
primary accent is placed two syllables before the sufhx that is,
on the th|rd syllable from the end, e. g comph cate, cu|t| vate,
'edu, cate, 'fortunate, 'separate (adj.), ' sepa rate (v.)

(99 Words ending in -ian are accented on the syllable
preceding the suffix, e.g.,  elec'trician, li'brarian, mu'sician,
poli'tician.

(10) Words ending in -ious are accented on the syllable
preceding the suffix, e 8., anxious in'dustrious, in'jurious,
laborious. Iu'xurious, re'bellious, vic'torious.

(11) The following suffixes take the primary accent on their
first syllable:

-aire m|II|o naire
-eer ca reer

-ental funda mental
-ential . (exis tentlal
-esce acqun esce
-escence effer vescence
-esque gro tesque
-ique phy sique

-itis neu'ritis




