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 *Essays 2*  

 

 

*01. Origin, Growth and Development of English Language* 

 

 

 

*[01] Introduction- What’s Language?- The Spoken & Written Forms of 
Language:* 

 

 

 

∆ *Definition* 

 

*_”Language is a system of communication through speech and written language 
is an attempt to represent the spoken language  by visual symbols.”_*  

 

 

∆  *The Spoken Forms of Language:* 

 

- The spoken forms of language refer to the verbal expression of a language through 
speech. 

-  It encompasses the sounds, intonations, rhythms, and accents used by speakers to 
communicate meaning orally.  

- These spoken forms can vary greatly across different languages, dialects, and 
communities, influencing how individuals interact and understand each other. 

 



 

∆ *Written Forms of Language:* 

 

 

       Language can be expressed in various written forms, including: 

 

 

1. *Alphabetical* : Most languages use an alphabet system where characters 
represent sounds or phonemes. Examples include the *Latin alphabet used for 
English, Spanish, French, etc., and the Cyrillic alphabet used for Russian, 
Bulgarian, etc.*  

 

2. *Logographic* : Characters represent words or meaningful units rather than 
sounds. Examples include *Chinese characters (Hanzi), Japanese Kanji, and 
Egyptian hieroglyphs.*  
 

 

3. *Syllabic* : Characters represent syllables rather than individual sounds or 
letters. Examples include *Devanagari script used for Sanskrit, Hindi, Nepali, 
etc., and the Japanese Kana scripts (Hiragana and Katakana).*  

 

4. *Abjad/Consonantal* : Scripts primarily represent consonants, with vowels often 
indicated by diacritics or not represented at all. Examples include *the Arabic 
script, Hebrew script, and the Indic scripts like Brahmic scripts.*  
 

 

5. *Abugida* : A type of syllabic script where each character represents a 
consonant followed by a specific vowel. Examples include *the scripts used for 
many languages of India and Southeast Asia, such as Devanagari, Bengali, and 
Thai scripts.*  

 



6. *Pictographic* : Characters are pictorial representations of objects or concepts. 
*Examples* include *ancient scripts like Sumerian cuneiform and Mayan 
hieroglyphs.*  
 

 

 *These are just a few examples, and there are many variations and unique writing 
systems in language* 

 

 

 

 

 

*[02] Historical, Political, Economic Reasons that led to the Spread of English 
Language:* 

 

 

 

∆ *Historical Reason:* 

 

 

1. *British Colonialism:* During the British Empire’s peak, English was imposed 
as the official language in colonies across the globe, from North America to 
Africa, Asia, and the Pacific. 

 

 

2. *Industrial Revolution* : The Industrial Revolution originated in England and 
spread to other parts of the world, leading to economic and technological 
advancements.  

 

 



3. *Globalization* : In the modern era, globalization has accelerated the spread of 
English through international business, diplomacy, media, and technology. 
English is often used as a lingua franca, a common language for communication 
between people from different linguistic backgrounds. 

 

 

4. *Cultural Influence* : English-speaking countries, particularly the United States, 
have been significant cultural exporters through music, film, literature, and 
popular culture.  

 

 

5. *Education:* English is commonly taught as a second language in schools 
worldwide, both due to its practical utility in global communication and its status 
as a language of prestige and opportunity. 

 

 

 

∆ *Political Reason:* 

 

 

1. *Colonialism* : British colonialism spread English to regions such as North 
America, Australia, India, Africa, and the Caribbean. 

 

2. *Economic Power* : The rise of the United States as a global economic 
superpower following World War II further solidified English as the language of 
international business, finance, and trade.  
 

 

3. *Political Dominance* : English is the official or de facto language of many 
international organizations, including the United Nations, NATO, and the 
European Union.  



 

4. *Globalization* : The spread of globalization has increased the need for a 
common language for communication across borders.  
 

 

 

5. *Soft Power:* English-speaking countries such as the United States and the 
United Kingdom have significant cultural influence through their music, movies, 
literature, and other forms of media. 

 

 

∆ *Economical Reason:* 

 

 

- The spread of the English language can be attributed to its economic 
advantages. 

-  English is the primary language of international business, finance, and trade, 
providing access to global markets and facilitating communication among 
professionals worldwide. 

-  Learning English can enhance employment opportunities and increase earning 
potential, driving individuals and businesses to adopt it as a second language. 

 

 

 

 

*[03] The Descent of the English Language: Indo-European Family:* 

 

 

- *The English language belongs to the Indo-European language family,* which 
*includes various languages spoken across Europe, Iran, and the Indian* subcontinent.  



- *English specifically evolved from the Germanic branch of the Indo-European family,* 
which also includes languages like *German, Dutch, and Swedish.*  

- Its *earliest forms were spoken by Germanic tribes* who *migrated to Britain around 
the 5th

-  Over time, *English was influenced by Latin (through the Roman occupation of Britain) 
and later by Old Norse (due to Viking invasions).*  

 century AD.*  

- *The Norman Conquest in 1066 introduced French influences into English.* These 
*historical events, along with ongoing interactions with other languages, have shaped 
English into the diverse and dynamic language it is today.* 

 

 

 

 

 

*[04] Three Main Stages of the Development of English Language – Old English, 
Middle English and Modern English:* 

 

 

 

Yes, those are the three main stages of the development of the English language:  

 

1. *Old English* : *This stage lasted from around the 5th century to the 11th

 

 century* 
and was heavily *influenced by Germanic tribes, particularly the Anglo-Saxons.*  

2. *Middle English* : Following the *Norman Conquest of 1066, Middle English 
emerged and lasted until about the late 15th

 

 century.* During this period, *English 
saw significant influence from Norman French.*  

 

3. *Modern English* : *This stage began around the late 15th century and 
continues to the present day.* It saw *the Renaissance, the printing press, and 



the standardization of English grammar and vocabulary.* *Shakespeare’s works, 
for example, are considered Early Modern English.* 

 

 

 

 

 

*[05] Influence of Other Languages on English Language and its Vocabulary -
Greek, Latin,French and other World Languages:* 

 

 

The Influence of other languages on the English language, particularly Greek, Latin, 
French, and other world languages, *is profound and extensive.* Here's an overview: 

 

1. **Greek**: *Greek has contributed numerous words to English, especially in 
scientific, medical, and philosophical vocabularies.* For example, words like 
*”biology,” “philosophy,” and “psychology” all have Greek roots.*  

 

2. **Latin**: *Latin, as the language of the Roman Empire and the Catholic Church, 
has heavily influenced English, particularly in legal, medical, and academic 
terminology.* Words like *”doctor,” “legal,” and “maximum” have Latin origins.*  
 

 

3. **French**: The *Norman Conquest of England in 1066 brought French influence 
to the English language.* French words *permeated various domains, including 
government, cuisine, fashion, and art. Examples include “government,” “cuisine,” 
and “art.”*  

 

4. **Other World Languages**: *English has borrowed words from countless other 
languages due to colonization, trade, and cultural exchange.* For instance, 
*Arabic contributed words like “algebra” and “coffee,” while Chinese gave English 
terms like “kung fu” and “typhoon.”*  



 

 

Overall, the influx of vocabulary from these languages has enriched and diversified the 
English language, making it a dynamic and adaptable means of communication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*[06] Contribution of Individual Writers to English Vocabulary:* 

 

 

The contribution of individual writers to English vocabulary is *significant and diverse* . 
Writers throughout history have introduced *new words, popularized existing ones, and 
coined phrases that have entered the lexicon.* For example: 

 

1. *William Shakespeare* : *Shakespeare is known for inventing or popularizing 
hundreds of words and phrases,* including *”eyeball,” “bedazzled,” “lonely,” 
“swagger,” and “wild-goose chase.”*  

 

2. *Geoffrey Chaucer* : Chaucer’s works, particularly *”The Canterbury Tales,” 
introduced numerous Middle English words and phrases into the English* 
language, such as *”chivalry,” “freedom,” and “friendly.”*  
 

 

3. *Charles Dickens* : *Dickens contributed many words and phrases* to English, 
including *”flummox,” “butterfingers,” “toff,” and “whiz-bang.”*  

 



4. *William Faulkner* : *Faulkner’s use of language, dialects, and innovative 
wordplay introduced new expressions and idioms, contributing to the richness of 
English* vocabulary. 
 

 

5. *J.K. Rowling* : *Rowling’s “Harry Potter” series introduced* numerous *fictional 
words and phrases, such as “muggle,” “quidditch,” and “Horcrux,”* which *have 
become part of popular culture and are often used in everyday language.*  

 

These are just a few examples, *but many writers have left their mark on the English 
language through their creative use of words and language.* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*[07] Conclusion:* 

 

 

 

       In conclusion, the origin, growth, and development of the English language 
*represent a fascinating journey spanning thousands of years, shaped by historical 
events, cultural exchanges, and linguistic influences from diverse sources.* 

 

 

*_”The limits of my language mean the limits of my world.”_* 

 

- Ludwig Wittgenstein 
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